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Department of Political Science

Political Science 577: Political Manipulation
Overview

Political Manipulation is designed to introduce students to positive political theory and its implications for how strategically minded actors take advantage of democratic institutions. The course is conducted on a lecture and discussion basis. A typical class will contain a lecture that addresses a theoretical approach or conceptual tool and provides a setting for the material being discussed. Classes will also involve discussion of examples that serve as vehicles for application of the material. These examples involve issues of how a political actor (e.g., representatives, presidents, news media, etc.) manipulates the rules of the game or the salience and availability of information to shift political outcomes in his or her favor. 
Course Material
The Art of Political Manipulation by William Riker.
The Strategy of Conflict by Thomas C. Schelling.

Analyzing Politics by Kenneth A. Shepsle and Mark S. Bonchek.
Requirements and grading

There will two examinations, a midterm and a final.  Both exams will be take-home format. Grades will be assigned as a weighted average of the midterm (30%), class participation (30%), and the final exam (40%). The class participation component will be based largely on class discussion, but will also weight brief written assignments. Given that much of the course is example-driven and each session will have significant class interaction, it is important that students attend class regularly. Absence from class (for whatever reason) prevents not only the absent student from learning from the class discussion but also the class from learning from the student’s preparation and insights. While attendance is not required per se, absences will affect not only collaborative learning, but also the assessment of the absent student’s class participation grade. No late work will be accepted unless previously arranged with Prof. Minozzi. Such arrangements require well-substantiated and sound reasons and will result in progressively lowered grades depending on how late the work is finally produced.
I expect all of the work you do in this course to be your own. I will tolerate absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else’s words or ideas without proper citation). I will report any cheating or plagiarism to the university committee on academic misconduct, and they will be handled according to university policy.
If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations. I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.
Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Course Outline

I. From Preferences to Policies
1. Introduction to Political Manipulation
2. Political Preferences and Choices
3. Voting Rules and the (Im)Possibility of Collective Preferences
4. The Median Voter
5. Stability and Chaos
II. Legislative Manipulation

6. Strategic Voting

7. Pivotal Politics
8. Endogenous Agendas
9. Position-taking and the Market for Votes 

10. Interest Group Contributions
III. Electoral Manipulation
11. The Rules Alter the Results: Proportional Representation and First-Past-the-Post Elections
12. Coalition Formation

13. Gerrymandering and Ground-level Campaign Strategy 
14. Get Out the Vote! Keep out the Vote!
15. Going Negative – Strategic Political Advertising
16. Issue Salience, Issue Ownership and Trespassing
V. Information manipulation
17. Informational Lobbying

18. Framing, Priming and Media Effects
19. Media Bias, Credibility and Reputations
20. Juries and Deliberative Democracy
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